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ENGLISH 15T PAPER
TOPIC: Myths and Literature (c-fiifas sif&S/g3at ¢ #ifZey)
UNIT: 14

¢+ LEARNING OUTCOME (at a glance) of the whole unit ( 9% F& 5 =T BT Fe)

(1) From this unit students will learn about Myth, Mythology and Mythical Character. They will
come to know about the use of myth in Bangla literature by going through the subsequent
lessons given under this unit 14. What is Myth? Myth refers to a story from the past times
especially one about gods and men of courage. It often explains natural or historical events.
Myth is also about an idea or story which many people believe but that does not exist or is
false. Mythology tells us the systematic transition of collected stories from generation to
generation.

In Bengali literature we see the use of myth. For example — our rebel poet Kazi Nazrul Islam
used myths in his renowned poem "Bidrohi”. He mentions Orpheus’ music in "Bidrohi’ poem
along with other myths. In lesson -1 we are going to read another famous poem " | have seen
Bengal’s Face’ written by modern famous poet Jibanananda Das who also used myths from the
well-known Bangla epic - Manasamangal particularly the name of ‘Behula’ and Lakhindar along
with other myth and mythical characters.

Here in this unit students will read about the story of Gazi pir as well as some miracles he
possessed. Then, the students will learn about the great & Greek mythical character- Hercules,
symbol of strength and a few of his labors known as twelve labors of Hercules as well.(a sgiey
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2) From this unit students will as usual learn meaning of new words and interchange of words
(for example- a word can be interchanged into Noun, Adjective, Verb and adverb.) (x@/=@t
RS Tgq Tg7 0 qR AT FAST FRTe 7T @7 @36 *w Noun, Adjective, Verb and
adverb R F=iteT Tt T30S it | )

3) To be able to learn synonym and antonym of words (%3 T @ e =waten fre 8
TIHC® AT 1)

4) Practicing exam related questions after reading each lesson.( =& St T et
SepE 40 1)

5) Reading and practicing recitation of poem and then learn and understand the inner
meaning/theme of the same (¥Rt et ¢ =Y 557 Far @R AR FReR FefRe o7 e ¢
TS A wFS! Sew 4 1)

+» Lesson Plan -1

< Unit 14, Lesson -1 : Bengal’s face(3r&w 1R)
Look at the following images of Bengal and Myth described and used by
Gibanananda Das in his poem
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Summarize the following poem.

or

Write down the theme of the following poem.

(Translation of Jibanananda Das’s " Banglar Mukh Ami Dekhiyachhi”)

Because I have seen Bengal’s face I will seek no more;

The world has not anything more beautiful to show me.

Walking up in darkness, gazing at the fig-tre, I behold

Dawn'’s swallows roosting under huge umbrella-like leaves. I look around me
And discover a leafy dome-Jam, Kanthal, Bat, Hijol and Aswatha trees —
All'in a hush, shadowing clumps of cactus and Zedoary bushes.

When long, long ago, Chand came in his honeycombed boat

To a blue Hijal, Bat and Tamal shade near the Champa, he too sighted
Bengal’s incomparable beauty. One day, alas. In the Ganguri,

On a raft, as the waning moon sank on the river’s sandbanks,

Behula too saw countless aswaths bats besides golden rice fields

And heard the thrush’s soft song. One day, arriving in Amara,

Where gods held court, when she danced like a desolate wagtail,

Bengal’s rivers, fields, flowers, wailed like strings of bells on her feet.
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Answer of summary or theme:

The poem, "I Have Seen Bengal’s Face” depicts the beauty of Bengal in a unique manner. The poet feels

that the beauty of the whole world is nothing to him as he has seen the Bengal’'s face and he is not



enthusiastic at all to seek more. The extraordinary beauty of Bengal has given the poet immense
pleasure which he thinks is seen in nowhere of the world. (F7 T W2 ETwE @obi’ [ike @
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+* Lesson Plan -2

< Unit 14, Lesson -2 : (Orpheus )
Look at the image of a figure from ancient Greek mythology,- Orpheus, most famous for his

brilliant ability in playing the lyre (an ancient musical instrument). ( &7 &% @R @
SRS BT (i R AR T e wey RS o)

Orpheus music could charm the wild animals of the forest, and even streams would pause and trees

bend a little closer to hear his beautiful singing. He represents the power of love, and the power of art,

to overcome death.( ITemcTR RAIRT O RTfEwTa TEAT NP8 0T ©IF AT el Xeo! | I S
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+» Now read a passage (2) from your text book "English For Today’ and Try to
fill in each gap with appropriate word from the list given in the book. At first
try yourself to do the fill in the gaps and then follow the answer given
below. (TSNt TA(E #1012 (AT T GPIA QNS SURAG AT GIR. SR
BT &G *HGTA (ATF IMIF = IR I M AT =7 FAF (G 39 |
2T TS 9 @R @I Mo R e e e )

Answer: (i)b. play (ii)a. charm (iii)b.wild (iv)c. around (v)b. their



+* Lesson Plan -3
< Unit 14, Lesson -3 : The legend of Gazi (1&F GHife B=irariw)
Look at the Image of Gazi Pir

Now read the passage ‘The Legend of Gazi’ from English for Today- Unit 14, lesson-3

(Beafe 2197 3T 9T BB -38, TT-9 (AT KT GEFE SARTT TN SRAD S 1)

According to some myths and legends, Gazi Pir was a Muslim saint who is said to have spread Islam in
the parts of Bengal close to the Sundarbans.He was credited with many miracles. For example, he
could supposedly calm dangerous and make them docile. He is usually depicted in paats or scroll
paintings riding a fierce-looking Bengal tiger, a snake in his hand, but in apparent danger. According
to some stories, he also fought crocodiles who threatened the people of a region full of canals and
creeks, indeed, a kind of watery jungle bordering the Bay of Bengal. Because of his alert and vigilant
presence, all predatory animals were said to have been kept within bounds. It was also believed that he
enabled villagers to live close to forests and jungles and cultivate their lands. Consequently, people of
these regions would pray to him for protection. The story of Gazi Pir has been preserved in folk
literature as well as art and has been performed in indigenous theatre. In fact, some Gazir paat scrolls
are part of the collection of the British Museum.(Fg 5@ 8 S/ FFIRT e A& A AW GF&
T R/ e orer R e RSt e TN 4Ol &b e feifers e Jee W w4
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++ Now do the following exercises based on reading of the above passage.



A. Choose the correct answer from the alternatives. 1X5=5
(a) Gazi Pir is known to people through—

i. folk music ii. Painting iii. Literature  iv. Museum

(b) What was Gazi Pir credited with?
i. Having extraordinary and mysterious power ii. Protecting people from danger
iii. Calming dangerous animals iv. Knowing magic

(c) Whom did Gazi Pir enable to live close to the forests?

i. Rural people ii. Rustic folk iii. Tigers iv. Crocodiles
(d) The word 'docile’ is—
i. an adjective ii. a noun iii. a verb iv. an adverb

(e) The best synonym of 'predatory’ is—

i. precursory ii. arbitrary iii. restless iv. preying upon others

B. Answer the following questions 2X5=10

(a) What was the specialty about Gazi Pir ?
(b)How is usually Gazi Pir depicted? And why?
(c) How did Gazi Pir help the local people?

(d) How can you know about Gazi Pir more?

(e) “People of these regions would pray to him for protection” — what do you understand by this statement?

2. Read the following text and make a flow chart showing the specialties/role and activities of Gazipir .
(One is done for you) 2X5=10

1. Being
creditedwith | = L2 | =3 |2 [4 | D |5 | & |6

miracles

+» Lesson Plan -4

< Unit 14, Lesson -4 : Hercules (=S f)

< Look at the following statue and image of Hercules who is worldwide
famous for his physical strength ( Z=eS=r {fF st vy o= *fewem =
frs ST 3 @ BT o)



+* Now read the passage about ‘Hercules’ from English for Today- Unit 14,lesson-4

(2l =107 32 97 TBRG -38, TRW-8 (AT ARG Rawe Swusznfs g 1)

Hercules was the son of Jupiter and Alcmene. Eurystheus, the king of Mycenae and his cousin, made
him undergo some difficult tasks, which are known in Greeks myths as the ‘twelve labors of
Hercules’.The first involved a fight with a lion. The valley of Nemea was being disturbed by a terrible
lion and so Eurystheus ordered Hercules to slay the beast and bring him his skin. At first, Hercules
tried to fight the lion with his club and arrows but this took him nowhere. Then Hercules attempted a
different tactic: he decided he would use his own hands. He thus managed to slay the animal on his
own, relying entirely on his immense strength. Victorious, he returned to Mycenae carrying the dead
lion on his shoulders, a sight that terrified the king.

His next task was to slay a monster called Hydra that was ravaging the country of Argos. The Hydra
had nine heads, of which the middle one was said to be immortal. Our hero struck off its heads with his
club, but whenever he knocked off a head, two new ones erupted in its place. Eventually with the help
of his devoted servant lolaus, Hercules succeeded in burning all the heads of the Hydra except the
ninth or immortal one, which he decided to bury under a huge rock. In other words, Hercules
triumphed again, as he would every time he was given an impossible task by Eurystheus! And this is
how he began to acquire the reputation of a hero possessing immense strength throughout the world.
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“ Now do the following exercises based on reading of the above passage
A. Choose the correct answer from the alternatives. 1X5=5

(a)What could be the closest meaning for ‘undergo’ -
(i) what could be (ii) come back (iii) along with (iv) go through

(b) The synonym of myth is -----

(i) legend (ii) tale (iii) fable (iv) hearsay

c) The word ‘club’ refers to -

(i) An organization of arms (ii) A heavy stick used as a weapon

(iii) a team organized with killer (iv) a strong man with heavy build
(d) The word ‘inquest of’ stands for ----

(i) take care (ii) run over (iii) looking for (iv) look after

(e)The word ‘relying’ in the text means --

(i) depending on (ii) exposure to (iii) relating to (iv) accepting

B. Answer the following questions: 2X5=10
(a) Describe the nature of monster mentioned in the above passage in two lines.

(b) Why did Hercules become so famous throughout the world?
(c) How did Hercules defeat the lion?
(d) What tactic did Hercules apply to kill the Hydra?

(e)Give a short introduction of Hercules according to Greek myth.

2. Read the text and make a flow chart showing the activities of Hercules. 2X5=10

1. Involving a
fight with a |:> 2 |:> 3 |:> 4 |:> 5 |:> 6

lion.

3. Write a summary of the above passage. 10

+* Lesson Plan -5

% Unit 14, Lesson --3 : The legend of Gazi (& @TiFa Toirni)
% 1.Summarise the following text

According to some myths and legends, Gazi Pir was a Muslim saint who is said to have spread Islam in the
parts of Bengal close to the Sundarbans.He was credited with many miracles. For example, he could
supposedly calm dangerous and make them docile. He is usually depicted in paats or scroll paintings riding a
fierce-looking Bengal tiger, a snake in his hand, but in apparent danger. According to some stories, he also
fought crocodiles who threatened the people of a region full of canals and creeks, indeed, a kind of watery



jungle bordering the Bay of Bengal. Because of his alert and vigilant presence, all predatory animals were said
to have been kept within bounds. It was also believed that he enabled villagers to live close to forests and
jungles and cultivate their lands. Consequently, people of these regions would pray to him for protection. The
story of Gazi Pir has been preserved in folk literature as well as art and has been performed in indigenous
theatre. In fact, some Gazir paat scrolls are part of the collection of the British Museum.

« Unit 14, Lesson -4 : Hercules (=f<efrm)
% The following sentences are jumbled. Re-arrange them in a proper sequence (CTG B-
2019)

(a) Still challenge remained with the immortal one.

(b) Strangely enough, whenever Hercules knocked off a head of Hydra, two new ones erupted in its place.
(c) Hercules, a Greek mythical hero, was the son of Jupiter and Alcmena.

(d) These huge tasks in Greek myths are called The Twelve Labours of Hercules'.

(e) It had nine heads of which the middle one was said to be immortal.

(f) One of the tasks was to slay a monster called Hydra that was ravaging the country of Argos.
(g) His cousin Eurestheus, the king of Mycenae, made him undergo some difficult tasks.

(h) Eventually, with the help of lolaus, his devoted servant, Hercules succeeded in burning all the
heads except the ninth one.

(i) However, with much effort, he buried the immortal head under a huge rock and completed the
task successfully.

(j) Initially, Hercules started striking off its heads with his club




